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This volume is dedicated to the five former Downs Collection librarians who were
so instrumental in developing the collection over a period of nearly thirty-five years:
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Foreword

Winterthur is a unique national treasure. A du Pont family country estate in Dela-
ware’s scenic Brandywine Valley, Winterthur offers a rare combination of beauty,
history, art, and learning. Winterthur’s historic identity—as a great American country
estate—is defined by five key cultural attractions of a great country house: its history,
landscape and gardens, architecture, art collections, and library. The history of the
library was explained by Frank H. Sommer, former Head of the Library Division at
Winterthur, in 1964: “The collection of papers, drawings, photographs, books, and
periodicals which today constitute the Winterthur libraries began to grow in 1839 as
the private library of the creators of the estate. During the lifetime of Colonel Henry
Algernon du Pont (1838–1926), substantial additions were made in the realms of ge-
nealogy, horticulture, and materials dealing with the history of the War between the
States. It was, however, his son, Mr. Henry Francis du Pont (1880–1969), who was
responsible for the creation of the present collection of Americana and for shifting
the emphasis of the libraries to the fields of American art and its European back-
ground.” The extraordinary library at Winterthur is today open to the public and
renowned as a national research center for the study and appreciation of America’s
artistic, cultural, social, and intellectual history.
This guide to the Joseph Downs Collection of Manuscripts and Printed Ephemera

and the Winterthur Archives has been published to make available to scholars an
incredibly rich resource of original manuscript records assembled over more than
forty years. In concert with our commitment tomaking the library’s holdingsavailable
to a wide, international audience, this guide is Winterthur’s first foray into the tech-
nology of online publishing. The text may be accessed along with other library and
research resources, by visiting www.winterthur.org. We hope that this new accessi-
bility will be a welcome convenience to our readers and will benefit students, pro-
fessors, and practitioners of the study of American cultural history.

Leslie Greene Bowman
Director

Winterthur, An American Country Estate
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